LORD  READING

self-government for which so many of her politicians are
clamouring, it would be followed very speedily by the
disruption of the country, and its splitting up into separate
and independent kingdoms, not animated by a single
spirit but alienated from each other by old rivalries, new
competitions, and unbridgeable differences of caste.

This prospect does not appeal to the Moslems of India,
and more especially because they are not concentrated in
solid masses, but separated broadcast over the whole of the
Peninsula where for the greater part they constitute minori-
ties among the surrounding Hindus. For this and other
reasons upon which I need not enlarge, there is a better
prospect of maintaining solidarity between the British and
the Moslems than there is between the British and the
Hindus. We share the same views of authority, our
traditions are not dissimilar, and as we have our own code
and the teachings of our Prophet to enlighten and guide us
we are not so wedded to the narrow Indian persuasions as
to believe that within them lie the only path of honour and
the only foundation of wisdom.

In a day of trouble the truth and force of these words
may be made apparent. No one can foresee or foretell the
future, but it is time for all the true friends of India to ask
themselves calmly and searchingly the question : Whither
are we going ? The signs of the moment point to stormy
weather. What may be expected if the storm break, and
unreflecting men, set on wreckage and revolution, have their
way and " let loose the dogs of war " ? Every Government
beneath the velvet glove keeps the hand of iron ; when the
iron softens the Government expires. Is there any one so
foolish as to imagine that Great Britain, whose resources
and tenacity decided the Great War, has reached that stage ?
If there are such persons let them quit the busy marts of
men for some solitude in which they may pursue their
dreaming without injury to their fellows. But wiser, and
calmer spirits will turn to Lord Reading's speeches for
inspiration, finding in them sane judgment, the teachings of
wide knowledge and experience, revealed in the workings
of a master-mind.